Figure. The white massapparent in the posterosuperiorquadrant is a cartilage graft placed on top of a POR? Note the squared and beveled edges. Also note the retraction of the reconstructed tympanic membrane and the diffuse tympanoscl erosis involving the drum remnant.
Different pathologic and nonpathologic cond itions can result in the formation of a mass or a mass-like lesion behind the tympanic membrane. The differential diagnosis of a white mass includes a congenital or acquired choles teatoma, middle ear tympanosclerosis, a cartilage graft, an osteoma of the ossicular chain, and a foreign body (e.g., Silastic). The history and physical examination often suggest th e diagnos is.
In the case of a cholesteatoma, the status of the middle ear an d tympanic membrane are important in determining its type and origin. Congenital cholesteatoma presents in children as a white mass behind an intact tympanic membrane. Early in the process, the tympanic membrane remains intact while a whitish , From the Hou se Ear Clinic, Los Angeles.
610· www.entjournal.com pearl-like mass ("pearl") is typically seen in the anterosuperior or posterosuperior qu adrant. Prim ary acquired cholesteatoma or iginates from an attic retraction pocket and spr eads to involve the posterior epitympanum, posterior mesotympanum and, less frequently, the anterior mesotympanum. In advanced cases of both con genital and acquired cholesteatoma, the integrity of the middle ear and tym panic membr ane is affected, and disting uishing between primary acquired and congenital cholesteatoma becomes difficult. A white or epidermal inclusion cyst can be seen underneath an intact drum. This often results from iatrogenic introduction of squamous epithelium into the middle ear.
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In tympanosclerosis, a hyaline degeneration of fibrous tissue in the ear may involve the tympanic membrane or the middle ear mucosa. A history of recurrent or chronic otitis is usually noted. A calcific plaque often respects the periphery of the eardrum or its remnant. A history of progressive conductive hearing loss is usually prese nt.
Cartilage used dur ing reconstruction m ay be seen as a white mass undern eath the tympanic me mbrane. Altho ugh such a find ing is eviden t to an experienced ph ysician, a novice may misiden tify it as a pearl or a recurrent mi ddle' ear cholesteatoma. Morpho logic cha racteristics, squa red edges, and location help differentiate car tilage fro m a resid ual cho lesteato ma or a cho lesteatoma tous pearl. Careful palpation with an otomicroscope can be h elpful in certain cases.
We evaluated a patient wit h a white mass ( figure) who had previously undergone a right-side canalwall-up tympanomastoidectomy for chronic otitis media. Ossicular reconstruction had been undertaken with placement of tragal cartilage on top of a titanium partial ossicular reconstruction prosthesis (PO RP) . The graft had been placed to prevent extrusion of the PORP. The result was a reduction of the air-bone gap of 20 dB and a mea n pure-tone average of 16 dB. Postoperative hearin g results are usu ally better with a PO RP tha n with a TORP (to tal ossicular chain recons truc tion prosth esis). 
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Attention Physicians!
We are looking for providers that care for the rare condition
Plasminogen is a coagulation enzyme involved in the fibrinoltyic system. Lack of this enzyme leads to the development of pseudomembranes that can affect multiple sites, including the eye, gingiva , ce rvix, bronchial tree, renal collecting system, ear, and sinuses. The prevalence of plasm inogen deficiency is poorly documented; present therapeutic options are limited and incon siste nt ly efficacious . A plasmi nogen deficiency registry has been developed to document the prevalence of this disorder. Case do cumentation is essential to establish the need for development of new therapies . Your ass istance is requ ired to identify cases to determine 1. Prevalence of plasm inogen deficiency 2. Range of clinical man ifestations expe rienced 3. Present therapeutic interventions utilized
